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GOALS

• increase the use of Architectural Design Competitions

• advocate for a more accessible ADC culture in Europe, 

especially for small offices and female architects
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WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

• quality of built environment (Baukultur)

• strengthen SMEs, young offices and female architects

• transparency

• economic efficiency
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ARCH-E‘s activities are based on the 

consortium‘s joint knowledge and 

research.



ARCH-E | Roadshow

03.04.2025. Days of Architects 9.0, Tuheljske Toplice, Croatia

ARCH-E

Eva Alvárez and Carlos Gomez, 

Universitat Politècnica de València, 

created the ARCH-E survey and the 

„Architects‘ Needs Report“ analysing the 

gathered data.



1290 responses

>20 EU countries



ALL COUNTRIES: BARRIERS
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SMALL OFFICES (49% OF RESPONDENTS): BARRIERS
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CROATIA: ALL RESPONDENTS BARRIERS

RESPONSES FROM CROATIA
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Cross-border

mobility
21

79

Mobility during academic 
education

architects in the EU | studied abroad

7

93

Working on architectural 
projects abroad

architects working abroadData source: ACE sector study 2022
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Structure of 
architectural
offices in the EU
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ALL COUNTRIES: % SURVEY RESPONDENTS’ TURNOVER PER SEX
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Glossary | ADC map | Network | SWOT
www.arch-e.eu



ARCH-E | Roadshow

03.04.2025. Days of Architects 9.0, Tuheljske Toplice, Croatia

ARCH-E online tools

GLOSSARY
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ARCH-E Network
• connecting architects

• knowledge transfer & discourse

• finding local partners to participate in an ADC 
or to develop a project

• offering expertise as an architect to participate 
in cross-border ADCs, as a consultant, as an 
ADC organiser and as a jury member

www.arch-e.eu/network
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www.arch-e.eu/swot
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ARCH-E online tools

SWOT
• evaluate an ADC

• send the analysis to colleagues

• checklist of standards for clients

• gives advice on how to improve accessibility, 
transparency and other vital parameters to
guarantee fairness and the quality-oriented
outcome of an ADC
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The economy of 

ADCs
Nikolaus Hellmayr

• ADCs not only result in quality based solutions but 

are cost efficient

• Nikolaus Hellmayr‘s paper on the economy of ADCs is

work in progress

• the data gathered so far shows surprising benefits
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The economy of 

ADCs
Nikolaus Hellmayr

• Without an ADC the procurer does not have the 

comparison of different concepts.

• This can lead in the worst case also to realizing a 

project that is the most expensive one, given the 

predefined requirements.
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The economy of 

ADCs
Nikolaus Hellmayr

• comparing the GFA of projects that where submitted

to ADCs, shows that the winning project is almost

always one of the most cost efficient.

• this results in average savings of 13% if compared to

a worst case scenario and still of 1.3% if calculated

very conservatively.
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The economy of 

ADCs
Nikolaus Hellmayr

• Without an ADC the procurer does not have the 

comparison of different concepts.

• This can lead – in the worst case – to realizing a 

project that is the most expensive one, given the 

predefined requirements.
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ARCH-E | About the
regulatory context of ADCs
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• the Directive 2014/24/EU does not 

specify procedural details

• standards for and regulation of 

ADCs can vary significantly on 

national level

• chambers can improve ADC 

culture in addition by making

recommendations

The framework
for ADCs is
multilayered European Directive

2014/24/EU

National Law
nonbinding 

recommendations



ARCH-E | Roadshow

03.04.2025. Days of Architects 9.0, Tuheljske Toplice, Croatia

A growing network 
of partner projects
and stakeholders

• UREHERIT

• Yes We Plan!

• anotHERVIEWture

• New European Bauhaus

• Davos Declaration

• Green Deal

• Nebula

• Innovation Alliance Circular Design

• and many more …
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Thank you!
… find more information on 
www.arch-e.eu

Daniel Fügenschuh

www.arch-e.eu
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